8 April Fools' Day Pranks to share with Seniors in
Aged Care
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1. Alaskan Hoax: The Mount Edgecumbe April Fool's
Surprise

In a daring and elaborate prank, the faux eruption of
Mount Edgecumbe volcano in Alaska stands out as one of
the boldest in history. This stunt wasn't orchestrated by a
media entity but by a local logger known as Oliver 'Porky’
Bickar, and it had been meticulously planned over several
years. Bickar, with great dedication, amassed a collection
of 70 tires, secretively storing them in an airplane hangar.
He patiently awaited the perfect April Fool's Day with the
right weather conditions and clear skies to execute his
scheme.

The opportune moment arrived in 1974 when Bickar
utilized a chartered helicopter to drop the tires into the
volcano's crater. After dousing them with fuel, he set
them ablaze, creating a satisfyingly dense and ominous
plume of smoke. The local residents, unaware of the
prank, flooded into the streets in fear, thinking the
dormant volcano was erupting. While the police and fire
service were in on the joke, Bickar had overlooked
informing the Coast Guard. They flew over to inspect the
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situation, only to find flaming tires surrounded by giant
spray-painted letters spelling out 'APRIL FOOL.'

2. The great spaghetti harvest

In a remarkable display of wit in 1957, the BBC executed
one of the most legendary April Fool’s Day pranks. A
staggering eight million viewers tuned in to witness
Panorama's three-minute exposé on the 'Swiss spaghetti
harvest.' Following an unusually warm winter that
miraculously eradicated their spaghetti weevil problem,
the region of Ticino, near the Italian border, reportedly
boasted an 'exceptionally heavy spaghetti crop.' The
footage showcased locals plucking strands of spaghetti
from trees and bushes, indulging in their seemingly home-
grown feast. This ingenious prank, staged when pasta
wasn't a ubiquitous part of the British diet, left the
audience both amused and astonished. As viewers rang in
to inquire about purchasing their own spaghetti trees, the
BBC mischievously advised them to 'place a sprig of
spaghetti in a tin of tomato sauce and hope for the best.

3. Sydney's Shaving Cream Surprise: The Great Iceberg
Hoax

In 1978, an Australian millionaire orchestrated a chilly
spectacle by towing what appeared to be an iceberg from
Antarctica to Sydney Harbour. The news spread like



wildfire, and crowds gathered along the shore in
anticipation. However, as the purported iceberg drew
near, a sudden rainstorm unveiled the clever ruse. The
'iceberg' that had captured the city's imagination was, in
fact, crafted from shaving cream, leaving both the
onlookers and the harbor with a lighthearted, frothy
surprise.

4. Changing Hands

Back in 1980, the BBC World Service took April Fool's Day
to another level with a prank involving London's
renowned Big Ben. The broadcaster declared that the
iconic clock tower was undergoing a modern
transformation and would now be digital, humorously
dubbed as 'Digital Dave.' This upgraded version of the
landmark not only promised to display the time but also
offered a nightly five-minute news bulletin.

To add a twist, the traditional bongs of Big Ben would be
replaced with beeps. While some astute listeners caught
on to the April Fool's jest, a surprising number took it
seriously, resulting in a wave of outraged calls to the BBC.
The humor didn't land as expected, with a BBC
spokesperson noting, 'Surprisingly, few people thought it
was funny.'



5. Wasp Swarm

A New Zealand DJ announced to his listeners that a mile-
wide wasp swarm was headed towards Auckland. He
urged his listeners to take various steps to protect
themselves such as wearing socks over their trousers to
go to work and leaving honey-smeared traps outside their
houses. Hundreds of people followed his advice until he
admitted it was an April Fool's joke.

6. Y2k Bug!

A Canadian radio station informed its listeners that the
Y2k bug would affect all CD players making music discs
unreadable. However, a Hologram sticker was available
for free to enable the old-format discs to continue
working. The phones became jammed both at record
companies and the radio station, and everyone was
demanding the stickers. The calls continued even after the
joke was disclosed.

7. Weighty Humor: Air New Zealand's Playful 'Pay by
Weight' Scheme

In a clever move in 2011, Air New Zealand introduced an

innovative 'Pay by Weight' initiative, proposing to charge
passengers based on their weight. The airline humorously
suggested that this approach was an ideal means to 'trim



down both your airfare and your waistline
simultaneously.'

8. Taco Bell's Independence Day Prank: The Taco Liberty
Bell Caper

In 1996, Taco Bell cooked up a marketing masterpiece by
purchasing full-page ads in seven major U.S. newspapers.
The ads boldly declared that Taco Bell had acquired the
historic Liberty Bell, a cherished symbol of American
independence, and was rebranding it as the 'Taco Liberty
Bell'. Despite the tongue-in-cheek claim that the purchase
aimed to 'help alleviate national debt,' the prank triggered
a wave of outrage. The phones at Taco Bell rang off the
hook with indignant protests until the fast-food chain
revealed the playful deception. In the end, Taco Bell not
only pulled off a memorable April Fool's prank but also
pocketed millions in free publicity.

For more fun Activities for Seniors visit
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